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Sandbar-nesting birds of river: An introduction

During summer months when water level drops down in river, many
sandbars/ Islands emerge. Several waterbird species are adapted to
breed on these exposed sandbars. While some species are resident
and occur throughout the year in these areas, some are breeding
migrants and come here only during breeding season. These birds are
mostly colonial breeders and lay their eggs on bare ground with a
shallow depression.

Sandbar-nesting birds show high breeding site fidelity and use the
same site for generations. Therefore any kind of activity that leads to
loss or degradation of these habitats directly impact their breeding
success. Besides that, fluctuation in water level leading to flooding or
predation of nests, intense agricultural activity leaving no space for
nesting are some of the threats to these birds. Long term monitoring
of breeding sites and various threats faced by these breeding birds will
be helpful for developing site specific conservation and management
actions.
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Sandbar-nesting
waterbirds of Vikramshila
Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary

Little Tern
Sternula albifrons

River Tern
Sterna aurantia

Indian Thick-knee
Burhinus indicus

Great Thick-knee
Esacus recurvirostris

Yellow-wattled Lapwing
Vanellus malabaricus

Red-wattled Lapwing
Vanellus indicus

River Lapwing
Vanellus duvaucelii

Sandbar

Did you know this?
Indian Skimmer, one of the globally endangered

this species anywhere in Bihar.

FT AT T ST A2

TSI F TSI A7 TS AT A 8 |

species once known to breed in the Ganga River
in Bihar. Currently there is no breeding report for

aw fFwe, fra s o qaame yehfeat § &
wF & i wfr e F Al F voew F o
ST SITar A7 | A9 # fAew F w1 oa o

(i o)

Black-winged Stilt

Himantopus himantopus Small Pratincole

Glareola lactea

VU Vulnerable
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Little-ringed Plover
Charadrius dubius

Kentish Plover
Charadrius alexandrinus




